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So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the
bill, as amended, was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

The title was amended so as to read:
“A bill to amend title 38, United States
Code, to authorize the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs to enter into con-
tracts and agreements for the place-
ment of veterans in non-Department
medical foster homes for certain vet-
erans who are unable to live independ-
ently.”

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

Stated for:

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Mr. Speaker, on
rollcall No. 107, had | been present, | would
have voted “yes.”

———

AUTHORIZING SECRETARY OF
VETERANS AFFAIRS TO RECOUP
BONUSES AND AWARDS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the question on
suspending the rules and passing the
bill (H.R. 280) to authorize the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs to recoup bo-
nuses and awards paid to employees of
the Department of Veterans Affairs, as
amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Florida (Mr. Mil-
ler) that the House suspend the rules
and pass the bill, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

—————

HOUR OF MEETING ON TOMORROW

Mr. ROSKAM. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that when the
House adjourns today, it adjourn to
meet at 10 a.m. tomorrow.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois?

There was no objection.
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APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS TO
PRESIDENT’S EXPORT COUNCIL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair announces the Speaker’s ap-
pointment, pursuant to Executive
Order 12131, and the order of the House
of January 6, 2015, of the following
Members on the part of the House to
the President’s Export Council:

Mr. KILDEE, Michigan

Ms. DELBENE, Washington

————

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBER TO MI-
GRATORY BIRD CONSERVATION
COMMISSION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair announces the Speaker’s ap-
pointment, pursuant to section 2 of the
Migratory Bird Conservation Act (16
U.S.C. 715a), and the order of the House
of January 6, 2015, of the following
Member on the part of the House to the
Migratory Bird Conservation Commis-
sion:

Mr. THOMPSON, California

———
O 1900

FCC DECISION

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, last week, the FCC voted
3-2 on bipartisan lines to allow unprec-
edented government regulation of the
Internet and reversing nearly two dec-
ades of bipartisan policy.

In a recent interview, FCC Commis-
sioner Ajit Pai said, ‘“This is a solution
that won’t work to a problem that
doesn’t exist.” Mr. Speaker, the FCC
Commissioner is exactly right. Why are
trying to fix a problem that simply
does not exist?

This decision by the FCC represents a
dangerous and recKkless disregard for
free market principles and is just an-
other example of government over-
reach by this administration.

Mr. Speaker, President Obama’s 332-
page plan to regulate the Internet will
lead to slower services, less invest-
ment, and more taxation.

Together with my colleagues, I will
continue to fight to keep a free and
open Internet.

———

WELCOMING PRIME MINISTER
BINYAMIN NETANYAHU

(Mr. MOONEY of West Virginia asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. MOONEY of West Virginia. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to honor the spe-
cial friendship between the United
States and Israel and to welcome
Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu
before his address on the challenges
facing our two nations.

In their campaign of unparalleled
savagery, the radical Islamic terrorists

H1511

known as ISIS have made the slaughter
of innocent Christians a priority. In
the face of this senseless violence,
Israel stands as a beacon of safety. To
end this barbarism, the United States,
Israel, and all our allies should develop
a long-term strategy to wipe ISIS off
the Earth.

The United States and Israel are also
confronted with the potential emer-
gence of a nuclear Iran. Like Israel,
our government should keep all options
on the table to prevent this outcome.

In facing these and future challenges,
our Nation is fortunate to call Israel a
friend. Israel and the United States
share common ideals of freedom, jus-
tice, and fair elections by the people in
a republic.

I welcome Prime Minister Netanyahu
back to Congress, and I look forward to
his remarks on protecting our shared
values against terrorism and a nuclear
Iran.

—————

THE LONE STAR STATE OF THE
MIDDLE EAST

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, the
nation of Israel is surrounded by some
mean, aggressive neighbors that want
Israel destroyed. The leader of the pack
of jackals is Iran. The Supreme Leader
of Iran has made it clear he wants the
Jewish state to vanish into the sands of
time.

Prime Minister Netanyahu of Israel
will be here tomorrow to speak to Con-
gress on the serious plight that Israel
faces from our mutual enemy, Iran.
The White House is snubbing the head
of state because Congress supposedly
violated protocol with the invite.

Meanwhile, the White House is bliss-
fully working on a backroom deal with
Iran regarding their nuclear weapon
program, a deal that will end up to be
good for Iran, with a short pause in
work on its nuclear enrichment.

Mr. Speaker, Israel is the lone star
state in the Middle East for freedom.
So on this Texas Independence Day and
on behalf of the people of the State of
Texas, the Lone Star State, I want to
welcome Prime Minister Netanyahu to
speak candidly and openly about the
true threat from the jackal of the
desert, Iran.

And that is just the way it is.

————

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO MY HOME,
THE REPUBLIC OF TEXAS

(Mr. OLSON asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, 179 years
ago, a document from home changed
the world with 102 final words. These
words are:

We, therefore, the delegates with plenary
powers of the people of Texas, in solemn con-
vention assembled, appealing to a candid
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